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the Republican platform of 1960. 
Charles Percy ran for Governor in 1964, 
but he lost that election. In the not-so- 
proud tradition of Illinois, that Gov-
ernor then went to jail and Percy be-
came seen as a corruption fighter in 
our State. Just 2 years after that de-
feat, Charles Percy was elected by the 
people of Illinois to represent them in 
the Senate, defeating Paul Douglas. 

During that campaign, his daughter 
Valerie was murdered in my hometown 
and his hometown, Kenilworth—one of 
our town’s only murders. It was 
through this tragedy that we saw so 
clearly Charles Percy’s quiet dignity. 

In the Senate, Chuck Percy was first 
known as a proponent of a foundation 
to back home ownership for low-in-
come families. He was the toast of this 
town in the 1960s, described by the New 
York Times as ‘‘the hottest political 
article in the Republican Party.’’ He 
even led in polls for the 1968 Repub-
lican nomination for President. 

Senator Percy, though, was at heart 
an independent who took on corruption 
in his own State, and especially his 
own party. He moved the first resolu-
tion calling for an independent pros-
ecutor on the Watergate scandal. The 
New York Times reported: 

Nixon fumed to his cabinet that he would 
do all he could to make sure that Mr. Percy, 
who already voted against two Nixon nomi-
nees for the Supreme Court, would never be-
come President. 

Senator Percy fought corruption 
wherever he saw it. In 1977, he took on 
White House Budget Director Bert 
Lance for backdating checks to gain 
tax deductions. Lance later resigned. 

Senator Percy was best known for his 
work as chair of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee during historic 
times, when the United States recov-
ered its nerve and stared down the So-
viet Union, and it won the Cold War 
outright. 

He was a gentle man, disciplined in 
swimming every day, and a devout 
Christian Scientist who read the Bible 
each evening. 

Senator Percy was a strong, honest, 
and principled man whose integrity re-
mained uncompromised in his nearly 20 
years in the Senate. He believed that 
accountability, checks and balances, 
and transparency should be the driving 
forces of government. 

We will miss his moderate, fiscally 
conservative brand of politics. His leg-
acy is one of genteel, thoughtful lead-
ership, and his fight against corruption 
in Illinois is sorely missed today. 

I send my sincere condolences to Sen-
ator Percy’s wife Loraine and his chil-
dren, Sharon, Roger, Gail, and Mark, 
and their spouses—including our col-
league Senator ROCKEFELLER—and to 
the grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
and many friends and family who will 
mark his passing at the funeral on 
Wednesday. 

Senator Percy was one of the best-re-
membered Illinois Senators. He rep-
resents a tradition, in some sense fol-
lowed by me. As a former volunteer for 

his campaign and one who voted for 
him, we mark his loss today. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXTENDING THE GENERALIZED 
SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES—MO-
TION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 2832, which the clerk 
will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to the bill (H.R. 2832) to 
extend the Generalized System of Pref-
erences, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 5:30 
p.m. will be divided and controlled be-
tween the Senator from Montana, Mr. 
BAUCUS, and the Senator from Utah, 
Mr. HATCH, or their designees. 

The Senator from Montana is recog-
nized. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I say to 
my friend from Alabama, I don’t plan 
to take a lot of time—maybe 10 min-
utes total. 

Mr. President, in 1934, President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt said: 

No country, however rich, can afford the 
waste of its human resources. Demoraliza-
tion caused by vast unemployment is our 
greatest extravagance. 

President Roosevelt said these words 
at a fireside chat nearly 80 years ago. 
Our economy was slowly on the path of 
recovery after suffering the worst fi-
nancial crash in American history. 
Roosevelt had turned his focus to help-
ing the ‘‘permanent army of unem-
ployed’’ Americans—those Americans 
who didn’t have jobs. His resulting in-
vestment in America’s human re-
sources put millions of people back to 
work. 

Today, we face a similar situation. 
After a significant financial crisis, our 
economy is in tough shape. Our eco-
nomic recovery is fragile but improv-
ing. Housing foreclosures have slowed 
and investors are looking for new op-
portunities. We have a long way to go. 
But 14 million Americans are still 
looking for work—and that is just un-
employed. If you add the under-
employed, it is probably closer to 20 
million, and maybe more than that. 
Like President Roosevelt, we must bol-
ster our investment in American 
human resources because, as in 1934, 
America’s strength is in its people. 

When people are denied the oppor-
tunity to work, they are denied the 
dignity that comes with that work—let 
alone the income, let alone providing 
for their families. Trade adjustment 
assistance, or TAA, is the right invest-
ment in America’s workers. TAA pro-

vides training and income support to 
thousands of Americans so they can 
get a good-paying job right here in our 
own country. TAA helps them earn the 
dignity that comes from putting in a 
good day of work. 

I worked with my friend, Ways and 
Means Chairman DAVE CAMP, from 
Michigan, who is a good man. We 
worked together on a TAA agreement 
that improves the efficiency, accessi-
bility, and effectiveness of the pro-
gram. I highly commend Representa-
tive DAVID CAMP. Our staffs have 
worked very closely over and over to 
try to find a common agreement for re-
authorizing trade adjustment assist-
ance. We worked to scale back the cost 
of the program, while maintaining the 
importance of training that helps 
workers secure good-paying jobs here 
at home. 

The amendment we are offering 
today is one I made with Chairman 
CAMP on TAA. It extends coverage to 
workers in the services sector, which 
makes up 80 percent of our economy. It 
wasn’t there before, at least not before 
2009. Extending this coverage means 
manufacturing workers, as well as 
computer programmers and airline 
maintenance technicians will have 
equal access to the TAA Program. 

It also extends TAA to all workers. 
Current law does not cover 8 of our top 
10 trade partners, including China, 
Japan, and Korea. Our amendment re-
moves this geographic limitation and 
expands TAA’s benefits to cover trade 
with all countries. 

Job retraining is the heart of TAA. 
This training has a proven track record 
of providing workers the skills they 
need to secure their next job. We know 
it works—and it works well—in my 
State of Montana and across the coun-
try. 

Al Drebes worked at Plum Creek 
Lumber Mill in Pablo, MT. In January 
2009, Al was laid off. With a young fam-
ily, he needed to quickly find a new 
job. But after he spent months sending 
his resume around, he realized he need-
ed to update his skills. 

What did he do? Al signed up for TAA 
and began training in recreation power 
equipment repair. Following his class-
room training, TAA partnered him 
with a local employer, S&S Sports, 
which specializes in all-terrain motor 
vehicles, jet skis, and other such things 
that are so important to so many peo-
ple in our country—and, I might add, 
they are a lot of fun. Al began on-the- 
job training with S&S and did such a 
great job that the company hired him 
full time. Because of TAA job training, 
Al now has the security and dignity 
that comes with a full day’s work, and 
he continues supporting his family. 

In addition to providing essential job 
training, our TAA amendment also 
helps American workers maintain 
health insurance for themselves and 
their families. TAA-eligible workers 
have access to the health coverage tax 
credit, which provides a 72.5-percent 
tax credit subsidy to make health care 
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